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UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., 
Dec. 22— Crewmen on the 
Pueblo contrived to let 
American authorities know 
soon after their capture last 
Jan. 23 that the confessions 
extracted by North Korea 
were false, it has been 
learned on excellent author- 
ity. 

They did this by erro- 
neously describing the intel- 
ligence ship’s positions in 
such a way that the false in- 
formation was immediately 
spotted in Washington. 

In several instances the 
ship would have had to 
move at much higher speeds 
than its known maximum of 
about 12^ knots to reach 
the “confessed” coordinates 
from its previous locations. 

Knowledge Withheld 

But American officials re- 
frained from disclosing this 
knowledge at the time be- 
cause they did not want to 
damage the possibility of 
starting negotiations with 
North Korea. 

Their major objective was 
to get the crewmen out of 
what is regarded as an “out- 
law state” that does not re- 
spect international law, and 
it was feared that any direct 
rebuttal might injure the 
chance. 

From monitored North Ko- 
rean radio broadcasts, Wash- 
ington authorities knew the 
Pueblo was in international 
waters rather than North 
Korean territorial waters at 
the time of its capture. 

When four North Korean 
patrol boats sought to force 
the vessel inside territorial 
waters for the seizure, the 
Pueblo’s captain, Navy Com- 
mander Lloyd Bucher, or- 
dered the engines stopped. 




Three days after Pueblo capture, North Korean re- 
leased this picture, which it said showed Capt. Lloyd 
7 „ Bucher writing confession that ship entered its waters. 



Position When Seized 



At the time of the cap- 
ture, the Pueblo was 15.3 
nautical miles from the 
North Korean island of 
Ungo-do and 16.3 miles from 
the Hodo*Pando peninsula, 
American officials have in- 



sisted, and Bucher had ex- 
plicit orders not to approach 
closer than 13 miles. 

North Korea charged that 
the Pueblo had come within 
7.6 miles of shore, a charge 
repeated by the Soviet 
Union and Hungary in the 
Security Council. 

But the U.S. monitored at 
least a dozen North Korean 
broadcasts which showed 
that the interception took 
place outside the 12-mile 
limit that is claimed by the 
Pyongyang region. One 
broadcast from North Ko- 
rean sub-chaser 35 which ac- 
costed the Pueblo gave a po- 
sition more than 16 miles off 
shore. 

Such information formed 
the basis for assertions by 
former American Ambassa- 
dor Arthur J. Goldberg in 
the Security Council that 
the Pueblo was captured on 
the thigh seas and, so far as 
was known, had not in- 
truded in North Korean wa- 
ters. 

Original Charges 

Originally North Korea 
charged only that the 
Pueblo had been captured in 
territorial waters. Not until 
some days later did it allege 
that the electronic surveil- 



lance vessel had previously 
intruded. 

At that time, North Korea 
produced what it said was a 
chart of the Pueblo’s move- 
ments. This chart contained 
some of the palpably false 
data. 

Subsequently Goldberg 
was very much irritated 
when then Defense Secre- 
tary Robert S. McNamara 
implied in a television inter- 
view that the Pueblo might 
previously have been in 
North Korean waters. 

McNamara ‘Superhonest* 

Informed officials said 
later that McNamara was 
being “superhonest.” Al- 
though there was not reason 
to believe the Pueblo had 
strayed from its course, the 
U.S. could not be certain be- 
cause the ship had been 
under orders to maintain 
radio silence about its move- 
ments over a period of ten 
days. 

Goldberg continued to be- 
lieve the ship never had in- 
truded. 

A few days before its cap- 
ture, the Pueblo is known to 
have been surrounded by 
other North Korean patrol 
boats but was not molested. 
This is thought to be one 
reason why Bucher and the 
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crew did not expect the ship 
to be boarded when the ac- 
tual capture occurred. 
Questioning Awaited 

Not until the crewmen are 
questioned can U.S. officials 
be certain about all the 
ship’s movements. Origi- 
nally it was thought the log 
would show this, but North 
Korea has (had ample time 
to falsify the log. 

Just how much of the 
false information in the con- 
fessions and on the chart 
was deliberately supplied by 
the crewmen also cannot be 
known until they are ques- 
tioned. Presumably most of 
the language was dictated 
by North Korea and the 
crewmen knew that their ac- 
quiescence would be inter- 
preted as a sign of duress. 

At the start, the Hungar- 
ian mission to the U.N. 
served as a channel for offi- 
cial messages to and from 
North Korea. On one occa- 
sion the Hungarians relayed 
a suggestion that if the U.S. 
wanted negotiations it 
would have to move the nu- 
clear-powered aircraft car- 
rier Enterprise farther off 
the North Korean coast. 

Enterprise Shadowed 

The Enterphise had been 
rushed to patrol duty after 
the capture of the Pueblo. It 
was shadowed by the Soviet 
vessel Gidrolog. 

Sweden also helped get 
negotiations started with 
North Korea. Sweden is a 
member of the Neutral Na- 
tions Supervisory Commit- 
tee — along with Switzerland, 
Poland and Czachoslovakia 
— that was established in 
the 1953 armistice that 
ended the Korean war. 

Actual details for the 
crewmen’s release, however, 
were worked out in months 
of direct meetings between 
U.S. and North Korean ne- 
gotiators at Panmunjom, 
scene of the 1951-53 armi- 
stice negotiations. 



